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. Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: 


WIA - Wounded in action 

IIA - Injured in action 

N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 

FUO - Fevers of undetermined origin 


Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of “annual rates 
per thousand men" are conventionally used in medical 
statistics and reporting. They serve the purpose of 
basing observations on a common time-period. Most 
annual rates in this report are based on observation 
of a month-long period; such rates can be converted 
to rough percentages for the month by dividing them 
by 120. 


Crude Death Rates apply to all deaths from all causes among the 
entire army in the theatre, as distinct from death 
rates made specific for cause, age, risk, and so on. 
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HEALTH OF U. S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 
June, 1944 


1. NONEFFECTIVENESS 


Revised figures for the month of May show that the mean daily non- 
effective rate during the month was the same as for April, being 3.6% as 
against the estimated of 4.0%. Incomplete reports for June indicate a 
slight rise, apparentiy to 4.1%. During the month of May there was a 
rise in the noneffective rates for Non-battle Injuries, Neuropsychiatric 
Diseases, and Dengue and a decline in Battle Casualties, Undiagnosed 
Fevers, and Venereal Diseases, but the variations in all cases were 
slight. The slight decline in noneffectiveness due to battle casualties 
was due to prampt evacuation of these cases during May and occurred 
despite the fact that the number of wounded and killed in action in- 
creased, The decline in noneffectiveness due to Venereal Diseases 
reflects the efficacy of penicillin. 


‘2, ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 


Admissions to sick report for the Southwest Pacific Area as a 
whole during June showed a moderate increase, due almost entirely to a 
marked increase in those wounded and injured in action, and a moderate 
increase in undiagnosed fevers. The rise in these two conditions was 
only partially offset by a decrease in Respiratory Diseases. Admissions 
to sick report among Services of Supply Troops showed a decline partic- 
ularly noticeable in all mainland bases, although all forward bases | 
except B likewise showed a decline. 


3. DEATHS 


A definite increase in the crude death rate was noted during May 
due to an increase in the number of killed in action and dying of 
wounds. 


4. EVACUATIONS 


The marked decline in the evacuation rate for June is explained 
by the increase in patients boarded and awaiting evacuation. This 
unusual situation was brought about by a change in the itinerary of 
the SS Comfort, originally scheduled to return a large number of 
patients to the U. §. ‘The situation will be reversed by a scheduled 
increase in evacuations during July. There were 72 air evacuations 
to the U. §. during the mmth of June. 


5. HOSPITALIZATION 


Data pertaining to hospitalization are presented on pages 8 and 
9. The number of beds occupied per 100 troop strength (page 9) does 
not include U. S. Army troops hospitalized in Australian hospitals 
during January, February, and March, 1943. If these had been includ- 
ed, a rate of 10.5 per 100 would have been shown during February. 
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SECRET LEADING CAUSES OF NONEFFECTIVENESS - MAY, 1944 
(Based on Reported Conditions) 


Army Fersonnel Remaining on Sick Report 
per Thousand Command Strength 


Cause 2 4 6 6 10°10 mw 16-38 20 28 A 
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MBEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE H&R THOUSAND 
Rate Southwest Facific Area 
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(a) Betimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radiagraphic } 
Weekly Statistical Reporta. 
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Ss ECR ET ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 


Disease and Non-Battle Injuries 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 


Comparative Admission Rates 
June, Annual Ratesper 1000 
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(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated statis-~ 
tical reports (WDMD 86ab) with the exception of that for "SWPA, All" 
for June 1944, which is based on the abbreviated radiographic statis- 
tical report. Above rates are subject to change upon receipt of late 
reports. 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPCRI, SWPA 


Rate August, 1942 ~ June, 1944 inclusive 
per Annual Rates per Thousand 


[Rate per 1000 _| 
Max | Apr [May [June © 
N-B Injury ;1 
WIA, IIA 
Diarrheal 
Diseases 


Respiratory 
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Melaria 
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SECRET. DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA 


Total, 1943; 1944 thru May; and May, 1944 
Absolute Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand 
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Automobiles 
Street cars 
Motorcycles 

Railroad 

Air Transportation 
Water Transportation 
Drowning 

Burns 

Falls 

Firearms 
Electrocution 
Animals 

Poisoning 

Other 
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Based on WOMD 86ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on 
receipt of late information. 
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SECRET MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, SWPA TO UNITED STATES 
January, 1943 - June, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 


MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED) AWAITING EVACUATIGN TO UNITED STATES 


Rate Jenuary, 1443 - June. 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, NW GUINEA TO AUSTRALIA 
January, 1943 - June, 1444, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum® 
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NEW GUINEA MALARIA ATTACK RATES BY AREAS AND COMMANDS, JUNE, 1 
Cases Fer 1,000 Per Annum* 


én FAR | FAR EAST AIR FORCE | AIR FORCE Wth AA 
USASOS a COMMAND | USAFFE 
th AF | 13th Sot TOTAL 


PAdmiralties | 45.0_ 
Arawe Ue 
Cape Gloucester 33. 
Total NB 52. 
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Hollandia 33.8 47.5 40.7 
Total Base G 100.2 65.9 56.2 84.9 
Wakde-Toem 19.4 ji. 35-5 
Total W-B 74.9 36. 5 38.3 
De | D3 | 


*Based on malaria case report cards and USAFFE station list ies 15 June oi 


DAYS OF TREATMENT IN HOSPITAL SELECTED DIAGNOSES, SWPA 
FOR KETURNED TO DUTY CASES ONLY 
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AVERAGE STAY IN HOSPITALS --- FROM ADMISSION TO DUTY, ADMISSION TO 

TRANSFER, TRANSFER TO TRANSFER, AND FROM TRANSFER TO DUTY, ADMISSION 

fO GENERAL HOSPITAL AND GENERAL HOSPITAL TO EVACUATION TO THE U.S.A. 

(These figures derived from 36038 F M.R.'s & Disposition Boards for 
February and March of 1944. ) 
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ALL HOSP. (to duty) 


STA. HOSP. (to duty) 


FIELD HOSP. (to duty) 
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MED. REG'T. (to duty) 
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BEDS OCCUPIED HER 100 U.S. ARMY TROOPS, SWPA 
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STATUS OF HOSPITAL BEDS, SWPA 


a. Summary 


Hospital Beds in Theatre 
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b. SOS Hospital Beds, by Base and by Operating Status 
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Beds in ( ) are not in the line of evacuation. 
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EXTRACTION RATE HER 1000 HER MONTH, SWPA O 
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1942 1943 1944 


T RESTORATIONS (FILLINGS) FER TOOTH EXTRACTED, SWP, 


MAMIJTASONDIFM AMIS TASONDIFMAMIJASOND 
1942 1943 1944 


The extraction of teeth and treatment of other emergency dental conditions 
constituted a large proportion of the dental treatment rendered to troops 
arriving in 1942. Troops arriving subsequently had been placed in a greatly 
improved dental state before departure for overseas duty and the extraction 
rate in this theater therefore declined as shown in the upper of the two 
graphs above; in recent months the rate is less than half of that noted in 
1942. The significant increase in the permanent restorations (fillings) 

. per tooth extracted as shown in the lower graph indicates that the reduced 
requirement to deal with emergency cases has made it possible to increase 
preventive dental treatment. This should result in a further decline in the 
extraction rate in the future. 
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